
 
 

 
        

 

 
 
 
 

The Bagués Hotel presents its 
museum of modernist jewels  

 
 

To mark the first anniversary of the opening of this bijou 
hotel, the Bagués completes its permanent collection of 

pieces by the renowned artist Masriera 
 

The most comprehensive exhibition on Masriera in the 
world opens to the public, housing more than 100 pieces 

that are known around the globe 
 
 
November 22nd 2011. Jordi Clos, Chairman of Derby Hotels Collection, and Joan 
Oliveras Bagués, Managing Director of the Bagués-Masriera Joyeros jewellery 
company, have chosen the first anniversary of the Bagués Hotel to present the 
exhibition of a selection of works by Masriera based on the jewellery produced by Lluís 
Masriera (1872-1958) to the public for the first time. On the first floor of the hotel, 
located at Las Ramblas no. 105, all those with an interest in modernist jewellery and 
Art Nouveau can enjoy the more than 100 pieces that make up the exhibition, 
including jewels, objects, engravings and sketchbooks containing original 
designs.  
 
 
This is the most complete historical 
exhibition about Masriera in the 
world. The selection 
consists not only of jewellery, 
but also of utensils and 
tools, drawings and designs 
produced and used by the 
renowned Catalan company, one of the most prestigious 
companies in the modernist and Art Deco decorative arts movement 
in the world.  The Bagués-Masriera museum collection brings together 
pieces from between 1900 and 1925. 
 
Some of the modernist jewellery that can be viewed in the Bagués Hotel has 
been exhibited in the most important museums around the world, including 
the New York Metropolitan Museum of Art, the Van Gogh Museum in 
Amsterdam, the Museum of Decorative Arts in Madrid and the MNAC (the 
National Art Museum of Catalonia). 
 
This ensures it is a lively, dynamic exhibition that aims to popularise the artist's work 
and intends to exchange pieces with art centres and museums. The exhibition will 
change over time depending on loans made with the aim of displaying all of the 
extremely extensive Masriera collection that Bagués-Masriera Joyeros possesses. 
  



 
 

 
        

 

 
 
 
 
Dragonflies, flowers, nymphs, butterflies... jewellery as a work of art 
 
One of the aims of the modernist movement was to defend art for art's sake. As both 
precursor and representative of the movement, Lluís Masriera was a rounded artist 
who stood out for his technique, creativity and personality in a variety of fields: from 
enamel to drawing, taking in literature and stage design. The sample of his work 
exhibited by Derby Hotels Collection and the Bagués-Masriera Joyeros jewellery 
company in Barcelona, which belongs to the historical collection of Bagués-Masriera 
Joyeros, showcases his skill in the whole process of making his jewellery, from creation 
to production. To this end, the exhibition shows both finished pieces and the different 
elements involved in their production. 
 
The symbolic icons of modernism are a major feature of the jewels to be seen in the 
Bagués-Masriera museum: dragonflies, flowers, nymphs, butterflies and insects, 
together with the refined nature of his enamel works displaying the plique-à-jour 
technique, also known as finestrat in Catalan. Some of the most interesting pieces on 
display in the Bagués Hotel include Masriera's necklaces, earrings, bracelets, brooches 
and pendants, as well as a selection of exquisite watercolours and drawings in Indian 
ink (artist's sketches to show his clients the development of the piece of jewellery) or 
examples of his domestic and religious gold and silver work (paperweights, cutlery, 
vases, etc.)  
 
The collection in the Bagués Hotel museum is completed by artistic elements of the 
period such as a bust of the artist himself produced by Rossend Nobas. 
 
 
The discovery of a forgotten collection 
 
Lluís Masriera is the heir of a long line of artists who 
made Barcelona one of the artistic and cultural 
capitals of the early 20th Century. The Masriera 
jewellery company became the number one jewellery 
firm in the Catalan modernist movement applying 
the Art Nouveau decorative style. One of its best-
known contributions to the world of art was the 
creation of its own enamelling technique, plique-à-
jour, or finestrat, which is unmistakeable thanks to 
its painstaking accuracy and its bright colours.  
 
Jeweller to the famous, to kings, the middle classes 
and the aristocracy, Masriera is a clear example of 
the crossover between art and industry. He made a 
large number of unique pieces and collaborated with 
some of the most famous gold-and silversmiths of 
the time, but he also placed his seal on many items 
of which series were made using a precise system of 
moulds and dies that he designed himself and that 
can be seen in the museum of the Bagués Hotel.  



 
 

 
        

 

 
 
It was the jewellery company Bagués-Masriera Joyeros that managed to recover and 
reunite the collection that forms part of the Bagués-Masriera Joyeros historical archive.  
The collaboration between Derby Hotels Collection and the company Bagués-Masriera 
Joyeros has enabled the creation of the Bagués Hotel in the former Bagués-Masriera 
jewellery workshop and shop. The hotel is the result of a joint project to create a 
special bijou hotel with strong links to the worlds of culture and art. 
 
A jewel set within a jewel 
 

 
 
Like a Russian doll, the Bagués Hotel opened its doors exactly a year ago, a jewel set 
within one of Barcelona's most prized jewels, Las Ramblas. The Bagués is a 5-star 
hotel that is the result of the shared interest of Derby Hotels Collection and Bagués-
Masriera Joyeros in recapturing a space within the city and reviving the full splendour 
of the years in which modernism and Art Nouveau made Barcelona one of the world's 
most important cities. 
 
The concept behind the Bagués Hotel, a bijou hotel that serves as a monument to 
Bagués-Masriera as a luxury jewellery brand, is unique in Spain. The hotel has just 31 
exquisite rooms, each one conceived, designed and decorated to ensure it meets the 
impeccable standard set by the palace in which they are housed.  The design and 
decoration of the hotel are intended to serve as a reinterpretation of the English and 
Scottish strand of the Art Nouveau movement, known as the Liberty style. It is a 
homage to modernism in its more functional, lighter form. 
 
Every area of the Bagués Hotel exudes this careful attention to art, from the reception 
area, the restaurant and the museum hall to the most important spaces, the 
bedrooms. This is visible in the décor, which is clearly inspired by the architect Charles 
Rennie Mackintosh, present both in the furnishings and the materials selected. 



 
 

 
        

 

 
 
 
The Bagués-Masriera Museum: List of exhibits 
November 2011 
 
Freestanding display cabinets 
 
José Masriera and Sons 
Jewellery set / Medal (1870) 
 
Lluís Masriera (1872-1958) 
Jewellery (1901-1913) 
Design, die and finished piece (1910-1913) 
 
Lluís Masriera / Eusebi Arnau  
Paperweight (1901-1906) 
 
Masriera H. 
Teapot 1910 
 
Lluís Masriera 
Jewellery (1915-1920) 
 
Lluís Masriera  
Jewellery (1915-1925) 
 
Wall display cabinets 
 
1.  
Josep Masriera Vidal (1812 -1875) 
Apprenticeship project (1838) 
Earrings (1830-1850) 
 
2. 
- 2.1. 
 Ramon Casas (1866-1932) 
 Portraits of Josep and Francesc Masriera (1897-1899)  
- 2.2. 
 Masriera display. Exposición Universal de Barcelona, 1888 
 Commemorative medal. Exposición Universal de Barcelona, 1888 
- 2.3. 
 Josep Masriera Manovens (1841-1912) and Francesc Masriera Manovens 

(1842-1902) 
 Designs (1875-1885) 



 
 

 
        

 

 
3. 
- 3.1.  
 Lluís Masriera  
 Self-portrait (1895) 
- 3.2.  
 Lluís Masriera  
 Designs (1901-1915) 
- 3.3. 
 Lluís Masriera  
 Jewellery - Contemporary production - (1901-1915) 
 
6. 
- 6.1. 

 Masriera Brothers y Joaquín Carreras   
 Passeig de Gràcia 26 (1916) 
 Facade and interior 

- 6.2. 
 Lluís Masriera  
 Designs (1915-1920) 

- 6.3 
 Lluís Masriera (1872-1958) 
 Jewellery – Contemporary production - (1915-1920) 

 
7. 

- 7.1. 
 Lluís Masriera  
 Exposition International des Arts Décoratifs et Industriels Modernes. 
Grand Palais, Paris. (1925) 
- 7.2.  
 Lluís Masriera  
 Design (1925) 
- 7.2.  
 Lluís Masriera  
 Bracelet (1925) 

 
8. 

- 8.1. 
 Masriera y Carreras  
 Exposición Internacional de Barcelona. 1929 
- 8.2 
 Lluís Masriera  
 Designs (1925-1930) 
- 8.3. 
 Masriera y Carreras / Metal 
 Spoon, fork and knife (1930) 

 
Rossend Nobas (1838-1891) 
Bust of Josep Masriera Vidal- Bronze (1876) 
 



 
 

 
        

 

 
 
About Derby Hotels Collection  
 
Founded in 1968, Derby Hotels Collection is one of the most prestigious hotel 
companies in Spain.  Its hotels are unique and original, combining art, culture and 
luxury. Each hotel contains a unique collection of ancient and modern works of art. 
They are all different and unrepeatable, providing a new and surprising experience.   
 
There are currently 18 luxury hotels in Barcelona, Madrid, London and Paris. These 
include the flagship hotels, members of Small Luxury Hotels of the World and Design 
Hotels clubs. In Barcelona, the Claris 5*GL was chosen as the "Best Hotel in a City in 
Europe" by the prestigious Condé Nast Johansens publishing house and was also 
featured on the famous "T+L World's Best Hotels 2008" list, which is a compilation of 
the world's 500 best hotels as decided by Travel + Leisure magazine, among other 
awards.  The Urban Hotel 5*GL in Madrid is another of Derby Hotels Collection's top 
award-winners. It was selected for the GOLD LIST 2009 published by the well-known 
Condé Nast Traveler (World's Best Places to Stay) and was also selected recently as 
part of the Condé Nast Traveler Readers' Choice Awards 2011, in the category of Top 
100 Hotels in Southern Europe.  The Banke Hotel 4*S in Paris was recently voted best 
hotel in Paris by the HOT LIST 2010 published by Condé Nast Traveler magazine. 
 
Jordi Clos, a man with a true passion for hotels, art, culture and Barcelona, is 
Chairman of Derby Hotels Collection, while Joaquim Clos is CEO of the hotel chain. The 
Clos family's style and identity can be seen in every corner of their hotels and 
apartments. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
        

 

 
About Bagués-Masriera Joyeros 
 
Founded in 1839, Bagués-Masriera Joyeros has made one of the greatest creative 
impressions in the high-end jewellery sector in the world. The company's creations are 
grouped under two different names: Bagués as an expression of the creative Zeitgeist 
and Masriera as an expression of jewellery as art. Quality, perfection, colour and the 
Mediterranean spirit are the central elements of the jewellery's complex character. 
 
Today, Bagués-Masriera Joyeros has a strong presence in some of the most 
competitive markets and the most emblematic cities in the world. Japan, the USA, 
Russia, Ukraine, the UK, France, Dubai, Malaysia, Germany, Belgium and the 
Netherlands are some of the countries that collectors and buyers can visit today to 
obtain the unique creations of Bagués-Masriera Joyeros, although the company 
remains loyal to Barcelona, where it has its headquarters and flagship store at Passeig 
de Gràcia 41. 
 
The creative career of Bagués-Masriera Joyeros has been acknowledged with over 200 
awards since the company was founded. This recognition confirms that the company's 
history is unique in Spain. Some of the most significant awards received have been: 
Gold Medal at the Exposición Universal de Barcelona in 1888, Silver Medal at the 
Exposition Universelle de Paris in 1889, Medal of Honour at the Exposición Nacional de 
Bellas Artes de Madrid in 1908, an award at the Salón des Beaux Arts de Paris in 1910, 
at the Exposición Internacional de Buenos Aires in 1911, at the Exposition Universelle 
in Ghent in 1913, Prize for the best establishment in the city of Barcelona in 1917, at 
the Exposición Nacional de Bellas Artes de Madrid and at the Salón de la Sociétée des 
Artistes Français in 1920, at the Exposition Internationale des Arts Décoratifs et 
Industriels Modernes de Paris in 1925, at the Exposition Internationale de Liège in 
1930, at the Exposición Internacional de Artesanía de Madrid in 1953, at the 
International Design Competition  in London in 2004, at the Europe Creative Award in 
Istanbul in 2006, at the Premios Vogue Joyas in Madrid in 2007, and many more. 
 
The works created by Bagués-Masriera Joyeros have featured in many national and 
international exhibitions and today are included in the permanent collections of some 
of the world's most important museums, such as the Metropolitan Art Museum in New 
York, the British Museum in London, the Powerhouse Museum in Sidney, the Museo de 
Artes Decorativas in Madrid and the Museu Nacional d’Art de Catalunya, among others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For more press information: 
DERBY HOTELS COLLECTION 
Marketing Department 
marketing@derbyhotels.com T. +34 93 366 88 00 
 

Bagués Hotel 
Las Ramblas 105 Tel. 933435000 

bagues@derbyhotels.com 
www.derbyhotels.com 


